
In order to report a video 
on YouTube on your 
phone, you’ll need to log 
in.

How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

1

If you’d like to report 
content in a video that 
you think breaks the law, 
under the video, tap the 
report flag (you may 
need to scroll across for 
this as it might not be 
visible at first).  
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Disclaimer: These guides provide examples and information to help the public understand the reporting 
methods on YouTube as of September 2025. They are illustrative only, do not constitute legal advice 
and do not represent the views or opinions of Coimisiún na Meán, including as to whether the reporting 
methods comply with relevant regulatory requirements or otherwise. From time to time, reporting 
methods on YouTube may change, and we will try to keep these guides up to date. 



Once you scroll down,  
you can select Legal 
issue. 

How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App
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How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

You’ll see this drop-
down menu of categories 
representing different 
types of potentially illegal 
content.  You can choose 
whatever reason most 
applies to the content 
you’d like to report, or 
you can choose Other 
legal issue. 
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How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

Depending on the 
legal issue you’d like 
to report, the forms 
can vary. If you choose 
Other legal issue, you’ll  
be brought to this illegal 
reporting form. Fill in 
your details.  
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Once you tap submit, 
you’ll  receive an 
automated response 
with a reference 
number that may look 
like this.

How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

YouTube legal support 

Internal_FirstWork�ow
To: me@gmail.com
Subject: YouTube Legal Support 

15:00

08:00

Hello,

Thank you for contacting the YouTube Legal 
Operations Team. We will review your request 
as soon as possible. The reference number for 
your complaint is xxxxxxxx

Regards,
The YouTube Legal Operations Team 

Reply Forward

Inbox

70
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After a few days, you’ll 
receive an email letting 
you know the outcome 
of your report. If the 
platform agrees that 
the content is illegal, 
it will block visibility in 
the country you’re in, 
and you may receive 
an email like this.

How to Report Illegal Content
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YouTube legal support 

Internal_FirstWork�ow
To: me@gmail.com
Subject: YouTube Legal Support 

11:00

10:00

Hello,
After review of your legal complaint, the 
content in question has been blocked from 
view on the country domain. 

Regards,
The YouTube Legal Support Team 

Reply Forward

Inbox

70
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If the platform 
disagrees that the 
content is illegal, it 
will not remove the 
content and you will 
receive an email like 
this. You can appeal 
this decision. 

How to Report Illegal Content
 in Videos on theYouTube App

17:45

11:25
Hello,

We’ve reviewed your request and we didn’t �nd 
grounds to restrict the URL(s) at issue under our 
legal policies. For more information, please visit 
our help centre.

We encourage you to try to resolve any issue 
directly with the creator of the content in 
question. Some users list ways that they can be 
contacted on their channel. Learn more about 
how to contact other users here. 

If you choose to pursue legal action against the 
content creator, note that we may be prepared 
to comply with an order requiring the content 
creator to remove the posting in question.

For more information about our removal 
processes, please visit our Reporting and 
Enforcement Centre. 

Learn about your resolution options. If you 
choose, you may appeal this decision here. 

Sincerely,
The YouTube Team  

Reply Forward
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To report harmful 
content, or a breach of 
YouTube’s terms and 
conditions/community 
guidelines, you’ll need 
to log in.  

How to Report Harmful Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

Similar to reporting illegal 
content, under the video 
you’d like to report, tap 
the report flag. You may 
need to scroll across on 
your phone for this to be 
visible. 

1111
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How to Report Harmful Content
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Select a category of 
harmful content from 
the drop-down list.
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Depending on which 
category you choose, 
you may be prompted to 
fill in more details about 
your report, if you would 
like to do so.
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How to Report Harmful Content
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Once you tap report, the 
video will immediately 
be reported. You’ll get 
an automated response 
letting you know next 
steps. 
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How to Report Harmful Content
in Videos on the YouTube App

You should receive a confirmation email that also provides a link 
to where you can track the progress of your report. 

You will not receive any further emails around the decision to 
remove this content or not, but you can check your report status 
for an update. You can also find your reporting history by searching 
www.youtube.com/reporthistory. 
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How to Report Harmful Content
 in Videos on the YouTube App

If the status says live, YouTube has assessed your report 
and decided not to remove the content as it doesn’t think it 
violates its community guidelines. If the status says restricted 
or removed, this means that YouTube agrees with your harmful 
content report and has taken steps to remove or restrict the 
content from the platform.

If you’re not happy with the platform’s decision, you can appeal 
after 24 hours by tapping the appeal link. 
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Links to Further Resources 

YouTube supports
To learn more about how YouTube explains the rules to users and 
outlines what is OK and not OK to share on the platform, go to  
www.youtube.com/intl/ALL_in_one/howyoutubeworks/policies/
community-guidelines  
For more information on how to report on YouTube, go to  
support.google.com/youtube/answer/2802027?hl=en&co=GENIE.
Platform%3DAndroid  

Coimisiún na Meán resources
For a helpful table of laws in Ireland, go to www.cnam.ie/
general-public/online-safety/what-is-illegal-content
See our other guides at www.cnam.ie/guides 

Disclaimer: These guides provide examples and information to help the public understand the reporting 
methods on YouTube as of September 2025. They are illustrative only, do not constitute legal advice and do 
not represent the views or opinions of Coimisiún na Meán, including as to whether the reporting methods 
comply with relevant regulatory requirements or otherwise. From time to time, reporting methods on YouTube 
may change, and we will try to keep these guides up to date. 


