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Media Skills and Development Application Form- Fact-checking Training Strand                        

	[bookmark: _Hlk50370266]
Please be sure to read the Guide for Applicants for this dedicated strand and our Media Skills and Development Programme Policy before completing this Application Form. The Guide and Policy will inform you of Coimisiún na Meán’s requirements for applying to this dedicated Fact-checking strand of the Media Skills and Development Programme.

Complete this Application Form using the order shown in the Contents overleaf. When completed, save as one PDF document. Applications should be submitted to mediaskillsdev@cnam.ie by 12 noon on the 2nd July 2026. Coimisiún na Meán will not accept late or incomplete applications.
  




Note: Please do not complete this form in a web browser. The form must be downloaded and saved before submitting.

1. Applicant Details


	[bookmark: _Hlk177735802]Name of Applicant Organisation
	

	Type of Applicant Organisation (for example):
Academic Institution
Representative Body of regulated media entity/entities
Accredited body with fact-checking expertise in the Irish context
(Partnerships, as outlined in the Guide to Applicants, will also be considered.)
	

	Proposed Contracting Entity (legally registered name) and legal status if different from the above
	

	Registered Address
	

	Contact Person 1
	

	Email:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Contact Person 2 (if applicable):
	

	Email:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Organisation Website:
	

	Organisation Social Media handles
	

	Brief overview of relevant media training, if any, currently provided by applicant (course title and qualification level), Further details of relevant track record can be outlined below.
	

	Do you currently or have you previously provided training to professional journalists? If yes, please give details. 
	

	Is this application being made in partnership with another
organisation? If so, name the partner organisation
	




2. [bookmark: _Hlk177737606]Proposed Fact-checking Training / Development activity
	Type of activity:

To develop and execute training in fact-checking, pre-bunking, and de-bunking for graduate, early career and mid-career journalists and media professionals working in news and current affairs. 

To provide mentorship or an internship specifically focused on fact-checking in media. 

Partnerships that facilitate access to training, for example between trainers and representative bodies or suitable networks will also be considered.


	

	[bookmark: _Hlk210314985]Title of training / development activity

	


	Description of training / development activity. Please be specific about the type of training and development you intend to deliver. For example, the topics, themes and areas to be covered, the type of participants you expect to undertake the training.

	



	Proposed timeframe within 2026 (start and end date)


	


	Proposed format for training, development or mentorship, ie will it be in-person, online or hybrid. How will it be structured and rolled out within the organisation. 


	


	Location, if in-person or hybrid

	

	Expected learning outcomes. Please give specifics, including qualification / accreditation level upon completion of training, if any.

	


	Are potential trainers or mentors confirmed? If yes, please provide details below. If not, please indicate who you intend to engage to provide training and their relevant experience/ qualifications.

	 

	No. of hours of training or mentorship to be delivered

	

	Estimated no. of participants

	

	This funding is aimed at providing training, development and / or mentoring for graduate, early career and mid-career journalists and media professionals working in news and current affairs. 

Who are the expected participants? For example, 
What level of professional experience do they have?
Geographical location, 
Type of media outlet they work with/for.

	

	How does the applicant intend to engage with potential participants? (Please note any relevant professional networks/bodies that you intend to engage with to promote the proposed activity)

	

	Is the proposed training/ development or mentorship to be delivered by way of a partnership with another organisation? If so, describe how this partner is involved, for example through funding.

	

	How does the proposed activity support the growth of fact-checking expertise in Irish media in line with National Counter Disinformation Strategy (NCDS)?

	






	How do you propose to obtain feedback and measure the impact of the proposed activity?

	















3. Track Record
	Pleas set out any previous training the Applicant has provided to journalism and media professionals in terms of fact-checking, pre-bunking and de-bunking. 


	Please describe any other relevant experience and / or training courses provided by that applicant and tailored to media professionals 

	










4. Finance Plan 
(Please note no more than 95% of the total budget may be sought)
	[bookmark: _Hlk177738720]Funder
	Amount 
	% of Total
Budget
	Confirmed? (Y/N)

	Coimisiún na Méan

	
	
	

	
Applicant
	
	
	

	
Other
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	








5. Proposed Budget
Please add additional lines as needed and provide explanatory notes justifying line-item costs where appropriate. 

	Item Description
	Funding Request – An Coimisiún
	Contribution from Applicant
	Contribution Other Funder
	Total

	Trainer / Speaker
	
	
	
	

	Venue

	
	
	
	

	Training Materials

	
	
	
	

	Course Fees / Participant Fee 
	
	
	
	

	Accreditation cost if applicable 
	
	
	
	

	Other 
(if applicable, give details)
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	



	Overall Operational Costs -specific to this proposal
	Funding Request – An Coimisiún
	Contribution from Applicant
	Contribution Other Funder
	Total

	Finance and
accounting
	
	
	
	

	Insurance
	
	
	
	

	Overhead 
(no more than
 5% of budget)

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	






6. State Aid Funding – De Minimis Regulation (EU 2023/2831)
	As noted in the Guide For Applicants An Coimisiún operates this Programme having regard to EU State Aid Rules, and uses the De Minimis Regulation (EU) 2023/2831.Under this regulation, aid granted to one ‘undertaking’ cannot exceed €300,000 in a rolling 3-year period. It should be noted that De Minimis payments to one undertaking under a number of measures or schemes have to cumulatively observe the €300,000 limit. 

De Minimis Aid: The current ceiling for all De Minimis aid, regardless of the source of such De Minimis aid, awarded to any single undertaking by any State agency or public body over a three-year period is €300,000. 
De Minimis aid of up to €300,000 per undertaking over any period of three years is allowed by the European Commission under the De Minimis Regulation as this is considered to be at a level which will not have a substantive effect on trade between Member States nor distort or threaten to distort competition and therefore can be awarded without notification to or clearance by the European Commission. 

Applicants must declare to An Coimisiún any De Minimis aid received by them from any public body in the three years before funding is received from An Coimisiún (and any “in progress” applications for state funding). All projects will be checked for De Minimis applicability as part of the initial application and on submission of claims, and this may result in applications being ineligible for grant aid under this Programme. 

In addition, applicants should note that the name of the Applicant in receipt of the payment will be listed in the EU State Aid register, which is publicly available. This is a new EU requirement as of 1 January 2026. 


	
De Minimis Declaration. 
Please complete the following declaration.

	
I wish to apply to the Media Skills and Development Programme for the above-named entity under the De Minimis Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023. I confirm that, if the company has been granted any De Minimis aid within the past three years, I will supply all details of this aid.”

Please indicate yes to confirm

	Please give details of all De Minimis Aid received by your organisation in the three years before funding is received from An Coimisiún.

	







 
[bookmark: _Hlk177740064]Guide For Applicants - Declaration

	I have read and understood the Media Skills and Development Programme Fact-checking Training Strand Guideline for Applicants

	Please indicate Yes to confirm
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